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Words of Wisdom

Note: This message was given on the
Sunday of the Children’s Musical,
“Wise Guys,” based on the book of
Proverbs.

My grandfather, Jack Begley, was only
able to go to school through the eighth
grade. | know some of us complain
about going to school at al. But it realy
isaprivilege to be able to go to school.
My grandfather’ s parents came to this
country on a boat from Ireland. When
he had finished eighth grade, his family
needed him to go to work to help support
the family.

However, thisdidn’t stop my

grandfather from learning. He kept
reading books for the rest of hislife. |
remember he particularly liked reading
about history. He was aso a keen
observer of what was going on around
him. He believed you could learn alot
just by looking and listening to what was
going on around youl.

Each summer, we used to spend a couple
of weeks at a cottage in Friendship with
my grandparents. Y ou might easily find
my grandfather sitting on the deck or out
on the lawn, intently watching

something at his feet.

“Grandpa, what you doin?’
“Watching the ants.”
“How come?’

“They are amazing creatures. They go
back and forth, back and forth. They are
SO organized, so strong, and they work
so hard.”

It isthis kind of wisdom that we find in
the book of Proverbs. Infact, thereisa
passage in Proverbs 6:(6-9) that speaks
directly about ants. It isawarning to us
not to be lazy.

Go to the ants, you sluggard,;
consider its ways and be wise,
Without having any chief or officer
They prepare their food in summer, and
gather their sustenance in harvest.
How long will you lie there, O sluggard?
When will you rise from your sleep?

In alittle while we'll meet some ants and
aduggard.

Proverbsis full of advice and warnings
and sayings. They are similar to sayings
that we have today. For instance

if 1 say, you say,
Sill waters run deep.
Aappleaday  keepsthe doctor away.

Birds of a feather flock together.
This s the type of wisdom we find in
Proverbs. Unlike many of the other
writings in Hebrew Scriptures, Proverbs
does not tell astory, it doesn’t tell of the
history of the people of Israel and of
their relationship with God. Proverbs
says there is wisdom to be found by



observing creation and by watching
people.

If | say, you say,
A penny saved Isa penny earned.
Early to bed makes (a man)
and earlytorise healthy, wealthy
and wise.

Being wise iswhat Proverbsis al about.

Thereisacentra character in Proverbs.
In English, we trandlate her name as
Wisdom with a capital ‘W.” In Greek,
the word is Sophia. She criesout in the
street bringing wisdom to the young that
they may indeed come to “respect the
Lord and know God.”

In Proverbs 8:22-31, we hear this
Wisdom, the Sophia, telling us how she
was the first to be created and how her
wisdom is embedded in creation itsalf.

The Lord created me at the beginning...
thefirst of God' s acts of long ago.
Ages ago | was set up,

at thefirst,

before the beginning of the earth.
When there were no depths | was
brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding
with water.

Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, | was brought forth--
when the earth and fields had not yet
been made,

or the world’sfirst bits of soil.

When the heavens wer e established,

| wasthere,

when a circle was drawn on the face of
the deep,

when the skies were made firm above,
when the fountains of the deep were
established,

when the sea was assigned its limit, so
that the waters might not transgress his
command,

when the foundations of the earth were
marked out,
then | was beside God, like a master
wor ker;

and | was daily God' s delight,
rejoicing before the Lord always,
rejoicing in God's inhabited world

and delighting in the human race.

This morning let us learn from the
wisdom of Proverbs and from the
wisdom of children.



